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Paying the price for
honors college classes
Students in the Frederik Meijer
Honors College pay an additional
$20 more per credit hour to cover
additional costs, programs

INTRODUCING THE

CLASS OF 2019

SEE A3

Smaller than last year, still not very diverse
.3% OTHER

A&E

Eyes Wide Open
club raises awareness

.9% NON-RESIDENTIAL
INTERNATIONAL

Student organization focuses on
educating fellow Lakers about the
realities, statistics of sexual assault
on college campuses

2.2% ASIAN
4% TWO OR MORE RACES

TOTAL NUMBER
OF FRESHMEN

5% HISPANIC

SEE A6

5.5% AFRICAN AMERICAN

SPORTS

Sophomore pair leads
in women’s tennis

82.1% WHITE

4,155

MALES

FEMALES

37.8%

62.2%

No. 1 doubles team Aimee Moccia
and Rachel Sumner take charge in
surprise GLIAC frontrunner team
with 4-2 record
SEE A7
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ONLINE

Scholarship to honor
T. Haas’ 10 years at GV
To recognize GVSU President
Thomas Haas’ first decade with the
university, an endowment has been
created in his name
SEE LANTHORN.COM

his year’s freshman class may be 71
students smaller this year, but with
students coming from over 50 coun
ties across Michigan, word seems to
be getting out about Grand Valley
State University. This year, a total of 4,155 students
enrolled at GVSU. Though the university has seen
larger enrollment numbers on average these last
couple of years, the academic details for the fresh
man classes seem to be staying consistent.
The median high school GPA average was

slightly lower than last year coming in at 3.56 com
pared to last year’s score of 3.57. ACT composite
scores stayed the same with a median score of 23.
While academics stayed mostly the same, a
value that increased this year was the number of
unique college attendees including first generation
college students at GVSU. For the fall semester,
1,528 students were the first of their immediate
family to attend college compared to 1,496 stu
dents last fall. Additionally, there was an increase
of eight veteran students in the class of 2019.
“I think there’s a student-centeredness of re
ally wanting to help our students be successful and
when you have that kind of an atmosphere and

a lot of support for students when they need as
sistance to the extent that students take advantage
and are motivated to be successful, they tend to
be,” said Bart Merkle, dean of students.
Of these 4,155 first year students attending
GVSU, 3,608 of them are living in on-campus
housing and 509 of them are living in off-campus
locations. Last year, 3,591 students lived on-cam
pus and 608 students lived off-campus. This means
more freshmen are living on campus this year. To
accommodate for the increase in students, The
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Bias incident reports hold
students accountable
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMBRADY@LANTHORN.COM

tity to pay for the cost of service. Restricted
funds’ terms are set by the donor, usually to
use the money granted or gifted in a certain
way, like in scholarship form or only for a
specific project. The general fund puts money
from tuition into all areas of GVSU.
“It really is our intention that (it) be as trans
parent as possible,” Bachmeier said. “You guys
are paying a lot of money. You have every rea
son and right to wonder 'where does it go?m
The rate of tuition depends on the student’s
year, number of credits and where the student
is from. For a lower division, full-time student,
in-state tuition is $11,078 and out-of-state is
$ 15,744 for the entire year. For a full-time upper
division student, in-state tuition is $11,648 and
out-of-state is $16,344.
These numbers mean that the average stu
dent at GVSU is paying about 41 cents per min
ute per class. That means for every hour of class
skipped, a student is losing $24.60.

n order to prevent and resolve
any prejudice that may occur at
Grand Valley State University,
the Dean of Student’s office has
created an open forum for the
community to report bias incidents.
For the last few years, the online file has been
used as a reporting system so that GVSU can
protect and help students, staff and faculty find a
resolution to campus issues.
Bart Merkle, the dean of students, said that
the online report will ultimately help foster
communication in ending negativity and ha
tred on campus.
“The university’s values are such that we want
to be in an inclusive place and create courtesy
and civility’’ Merkle said. “However, we do at the
same time have such a strong commitment to the
freedom of expression and the first amendment,
then problems really do occur.”
Merkle said most cases reported were not
necessarily a policy violation or against the
law, but he did display to his office that there
are problems that need to be ratified and ad
dressed at GVSU.
He said that if somebody has said something
particularly awful - most bias incidents are usu
ally issues over race, gender, sexual orientation
and religion - Merkle and his office will then
have the opportunity to follow up with the vic
tim in order to provide campus resources, like
the Counseling Center.
“This gives us the opportunity to - if we
know who the individual is that has expressed
some hateful kind of thing - to sit down and
explore that and probe a little bit in terms of
trying to understand if that is what they in
tended and understand if they really want to
be hateful,” Merkle said. “Because we are try
ing to help them understand how a person can
be hurt by what they said.”
As there are no particular set ways in process
ing bias incident reports, it is mostly about work-

SEE TUITION I A2
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COLLEGE COSTS: Jim Bachmeier, vice president of finance, updates the Board of Trustees on the tuition increase. In July, the board passed a motion
requiring that students pay $163 more per semester. Tuition revenue makes up more than 80 percent of the general fund revenue. GVL | KEVIN sielaff
BY MADDIE FORSHEE
LAKERLIFE@LANTHORN.COM

t Grand Valley State University,
it is common to hear students
complaining about things that the
university does that they say they
are paying for - a prime example
is “watering the sidewalks.” Students want to
know where their money goes.
“The short answer is that tuition revenue
provides more than 80 percent of the universi
ty’s general fund revenue,” said Matt McLogan,
vice president for university relations. “TUition
is part of nearly every university activity’'
TUition goes many different places, and the
breakdown of tuition is much different than
students may think. The setting of tuition and
where students money goes is controlled by the
finance and administration office.
Jim Bachmeier, the vice president of finance
and administration, said that even with infla
tion, the cost to attend college actually hasn’t

changed much over the years, but it’s rather a
shift in state aid to public colleges.
“The cost to run a class hasn’t changed much
at all over 30 years,” he said. “It’s who’s paying it.”
Between 2008 and 2012 alone, Michigan
cut education funding by a third, causing
tuition rates to rise substantially. Education
funding has been the biggest change in ef
fecting tuition rates over the years. GVSU re
ceived $65 million in state appropriations this
year, which is directed toward financial aid,
debt service and utilities.
Money coming into GVSU goes into dif
ferent places depending on where it’s coming
from. TUition goes directly into the general
fund. Any grants or gifts given to the univer
sity go into restricted funds. Money spent on
campus, like at the bookstore, goes into an
auxiliary fund. The three funds are completely
separate from each other.
Auxiliary funds come from any type of
campus entity that provides a service for stu
dents, and that money goes back into the en
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ART OF THE PITCH WORKSHOP
Michael Lowenstern, vice president and managing
director of advertising at R/GA, will present about teach
ing students effective strategies for pitching ideas to an
audience.
At the "Art of the Pitch workshop," L students can
bring in their own pitch to deliver to an audience.
Afterwards, Lowenstern will engage with the students to
discuss better ways to manage stress and improve their
public speaking abilities.
Lowenstern has experience in advertising for
large companies such as Verizon, Walmart, Nike and
MasterCard.
The presentation will take place from 4:45 p.m. to 6
p.m. on Sept. 24 in Room 1021 of the Grand Valley State
University L. William Seidman Center.
To RSVP, visit www.bit.ly/1KN6LgN.

MATHEMATICS TAUGHT THROUGH COOKING
The new student colloquium speaker series from
Grand Valley State University’s math department
will begin with a lecture that aims to teach students
mathematics theories and methods by way of baking
metaphors.
Titled "How to Bake Pi: An Edible Exploration of the
Mathematics of Mathematics," the lecture is taught by
Eugenia Cheng, scientist in residence at the School of
the Art Institute in Chicago.
Cheng’s book provides the template for her presenta
tion as she teaches students new ways to think about
mathematics in relation to cooking.
The presentation occurs at 4:30 p.m. on Sept. 24 in
Mackinac Hall, Room A-2-117.
Students and faculty are encouraged to come at 4
p.m. in Room A-2-610 to talk with Cheng one-on-one.

COMMUNITY READING PROJECT
SELECTS NEW BOOK
The Community Reading Project at Grand Valley
State University will coordinate discussions, group pan
els and films throughout the year revolving around the
book “Citizen: An American Lyric.”
Written by Claudia Rankine, the book focuses on
the ways in which racism affects social and cultural life
within America today through poetry, prose and images.
The first discussion is from noon to 1 p.m. on Sept. 30
in the Mary Idema Pew Library multipurpose room.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/read.

ARTPRIZE CONCERT TO INTERPRET THE
WORK OF MATHIAS ALTEN
Members of the Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra
will use original music to interpret three paintings by
artist Mathias Alten at the Grand Valley State University
ArtPrize concert.
Titled "Mathias Alten Triptych," the piece aims to
interpret three of Alten’s paintings: "The Grand River,”
“The Approaching Storm” and "Gull of Leland."
These painting^an be seen at the George and, y
Barbara Gordon G£ftery, located in the DeVos Center on
the Pew Campus.
The performanceJ'Wfirtake place
on Saturday, Sept. 26 in the Loosemore Auditorium.
Contact GVSU’s music and dance department at (616)
331-3484.

Disability Support Resources expand services
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
AKORIENEK@LANTHORN.COM

tudents and fac
ulty at Grand
Valley State Uni
versity with tem
porary or perma
nent disabilities can use the
new on-demand transporta
tion for the fall 2015, provided
by the Disability Support Re
sources department.
Shontaye Witcher, asso
ciate director of the DSR at
GVSU, said the “on call” van
shuttle service is free for any
student, staff or faculty with
temporary injuries or perma
nent disabilities.
“The services expanded a
couple of years ago with two

CONTINUED FROM A1

2015-2016 academic year is the first year
that students have the option to stay in
a four-person, two-bedroom apartment
style unit on south campus. Previously,
these apartments housed strictly two peo
ple. GVSU is also working to build another
freshman housing center on what was pre
viously Robinson Field.
Students mainly came to GVSU from
Michigan residences, totaling 3,767. How
ever, 217 students listed Illinois as their
state of origin. Freshmen who traveled a
little further for college came from all over

TUITION
CONTINUED FROM A1

With about 25,000 students
enrolled at GVSU, tuition to
tals up to $294.73 million.
Including $65 million in state
appropriation, adding inter
est and taking out the $40
million financial aid awarded
annually, the university’s total
general fund budget revenue is
$322.94 million.
The biggest expenditure of
the general fund budget is in
the academic affairs and studem affairs division, with $200
million being spent. This divisioD^rtHtwies all of the academ
ic colleges on campus such as

BIAS
CONTINUED FROM A1

Grand Valley State University’s College of Health
Professions will host a conference concerning global
health threats and strategies for improving people’s
health.
Faculty members will lecture on issues such as thera
peutic recreation programming in post-tsunami Japan,
medical laboratory science education in Zimbabwe and
community health in Haiti.
The conference is from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Oct.
16 at the Pew Campus DeVos Center.
RSVP at www.gvsu.edu/chp.

ing with students to resolv
ing the issue. In particular,
it is about standing up and
supporting the GVSU com
munity when negativity and
hatred is being spread.
“We are encouraging ev
eryone in the community to
be active bystanders,” Merkle
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accessible vans to ensure that
students get to classes, on
campus residences and ac
tivities timely, safely and effi
ciently,” Witcher said.
Aaron Breting, DSR trans
portation coordinator, said
the van service shuttle is on
call Monday through Friday
from 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. and
3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Stu
dents should give a 24-hour
notice if rides are needed out
side of these times.
The shuttle pickup destina
tion will be located at the is
land in parking lot Dl, which
is next to the handicap parking
spaces at the south end closest
to Mackinac Hall. After re
questing a ride, students should
wait at least 10 minutes for the

FRESHMEN

COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS TACKLES
WORLDWIDE HEALTH THREATS

VOL. so
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ASSISTANCE: Student Sara Krahel uses the university van’s lift. The
new shuttle will run Monday through Friday. GVL I KEVIN sielaff

shuttle to arrive to the destina
tion as it may be dropping off
another student.

LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FUU ARTICLE

the world including the Netherlands, Ban
gladesh, Brazil, China, Saudi Arabia, Spain,
Portugal, Syria, Canada, India, Tunisia, the
United Kingdom, Vietnam, Serbia and sev
eral other countries.
Though there seem to be class repre
sentatives from varied locations around the
globe, diversity remains an area of struggle
for GVSU. Numbers are up slightly for
campus diversity, but the fact remains that
only 723 students represent unduplicated
minorities out of the 4,155 freshmen. The
largest ethnic background is the 227 Afri
can American or black students, up slightly
from 220 students last year.
“GVSU has been working hard to di
versify enrollment and faculty and staflT

Merkle said. “Over the last 30 years we’ve
grown a lot so we’ve been growing in en
rollment and in diversityr
As usual for a freshman class, the most
popular major went to those students who
were undecided about their area of study.
However, students who had a particular
area of focus were mainly concentrated
in the nursing, biomedical sciences and
business fields with 347 students follow
ing the nursing path, 213 students focus
ing on biomedical sciences and 203 stu
dents seeking a general business degree.
These majors have remained consistently
popular for the past five years and degree
seeking undergraduates in these areas
have continued to increase.

the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences, which is the biggest
college expenditure at $79 mil
lion of the $200 million. This
division also includes the Stu
dent Academic Success Center,
the Mary Idema Pew Library
and Student Services.
The finance and adminis
tration division has the second
most money appropriated.
This division is comprised of
human resources, facilities
services and the athletics and
Fieldhouse operations and
uses $36 million. Information
technology and the. admissions office are included irt the
enrollment development divi
sion, which uses $24.6 million.
Development and alumni

relations is in its own division,
as is central administration,
using about $7 million and
$5.9 million, respectively. The
university relations division,
including University Com
munications, WGVU and
institutional marketing uses
about $6.8 million.
The inclusion and equity di
vision, which includes disabil
ity services, affirmative action
services and Title IX opera
tions, uses $1.45 million.
Institutional funds, which
is a miscellaneous division,
includes university insurance,
bus services, utilities and con
struction uses $5.7 million.
There is a $10.7 million contin
gency that is also part of the di

vision, which is money used in
the case of any miscalculations.
“It’s the other things. The
counseling services, the ad
vising services, the night
life,” Bachmeier said. “There
are people staffing the li
brary and the Fieldhouse.
It’s the police department.
There’s a lot of stuff going on
that I think are really the vi
brancy of student life.”
The finance and admin
istration office also has re
sources on the web that help
to clear up and lay out all of
GVSU’s expenditures.

said. “Whether it is related to
things that are hateful behav
iors or comments or actions,
we are encouraging members
of the community to not be
fearful of not saying some
thing and challenge the hate,
while in our protective speech
rights, to bring about the val
ues of inclusiveness.”
Aaron Klein Haight, the
assistant dean of students,
said she does not think a lot

of students are aware that
they can file a bias report. She
indicated that the benefit of
having an easy access to this
report will allow students to
express their thoughts and
feelings to the university.
“While there will be some
students who will post their bi
ases anonymously, saying ‘I’m
just letting you know this hap
pened,’ we will also get students
who will file the bias incident

and want to see some follow
up,” Haight said. “I will review
the incident, it will come to me
and I will determine if this in
cident is truly an act of bias or
note if there is something more
to an incident, particularly if it
is harassment.”

GO TO:
www.gvsu.tdu/s/jg
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Asking for IT help
Student workers troubleshoot tech problems
BY LUCAS ESCALADA
LE5CALADA@LANTHORN.COM

rinting issues and
password resets.
Those are the two
most
common
issues the Grand
Valley State University IT Help
Desk assists students and fac
ulties deal with. That, however,
is only the beginning of the
ways they help students.
John Wezeman, the help
desk supervisor at GVSU,
works to ensure the students
and faculty at the univer
sity have the technical sup
port that they require. He
also provides leadership and
support for the students who
work at the help desk.
For GVSU faculty and
staff, the help desk can pro
vide complete support. Since

GVSU owns the computers
they work with, IT can help
with more personal, handson aid. Students may receive
help with software issues re
lated to myBanner, GVSU
email, or printing, but the IT
Help Desk does not provide
hardware support for stu
dents, Wezeman said.
A large part of the help
desks purpose is to ensure
that students can access the
technological education they
need to succeed. Part of that
education deals with ensur
ing students are safe online,
and understand how to pro
tect their information.
This
year,
phishing
emails—emails that ask for
personal information like ones
username and passwords—are
an issue that the help desk is
placing emphasis on.

Wezeman said phishing
emails are not new, but there
have been more of them re
cently. Some emails say that
the user will lose connectiv
ity or receive better internet
speeds if they provide their
username and password.
According to Wezeman,
that form of social hacking
or social engineering is chal
lenging to work against, espe
cially since so much depends
on the students awareness.
“Until you can educate peo
ple to take a close look at that,
and see ‘does it come from IT?*’
Wezeman said. “Even if it says
it does, Grand Valley will never
send out an email requesting
your login ID and password.”
Even if an email appears to
be from the IT department,
Wezeman emphasized that
GVSU will not ask for per

TECH HELP: IT Help Desk worker, Grant Miller, works on his computer to help students in the Mary
Idema Pew Library. The help desk's main focus this year is on student email phishing, gvl I SARA CARTE

sonal information. If the help
desk needs a student or faculty
members help to fix an ac
count, they will always choose
to make a phone call or sched
ule an appointment first.

When students and facul
ty call or visit the help desk,
they are interacting with
fellow students who work
there. The students who
work with IT are important

in educating other students,
as they can often direct them
to the right place for help.
Customer service is the

SEE IT | A5
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Honors students experience tuition differential
BY DREW HOWARD
ASSISSTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM

o cover the costs of
Grand Valley State Uni
versity’s honors program,
students accepted into
the program are expect
ed to pay an extra $20 per credit hour
due to what is called “tuition differen
tial.”
Jeff Chamberlain, director of the
Frederik Meijer Honors College, said
the tuition differential has been used
for a few years now in more programs
than just the Honors College.
“Basically, tuition differential is
an effort to pay for programs that are
more expensive to run without raising
tuition for everyone,” Chamberlain
said. “For honors, it is $20 additional
per credit.”
Other programs at GVSU such as
engineering and nursing also work
within this tuition differential
The extra money goes toward pay
ing for the honors program faculty
and administrative costs while also
affording students smaller class sizes,
special advisers, class trips and more.

In order to give more attention
to each individual student, the typi
cal class size in the honors program
is 16 to 18 students. A regular class at
GVSU, however, averages 27 students.
In addition to smaller class sizes,
many honors students are given the
chance to enroll in classes taught by
two professors.
“Team teaching refers to when
two professors in a classroom teach
the same course," Chamberlain said.
“Most honors students will have more
than one professor in their class with
extra expertise and perspective. What
this does is give students the opportu
nity to hear more voices than just one.”
This extra cost also affords students
the chance to meet with special advis
ers located within the honors college.
“The honors college has an advis
ing staff due to the unique curricu
lum,” Chamberlain said. “The advising
office is important because students
can work with the whole team to help
with all sorts of life issues, whether it’s
majors they’re interested or how to
cope with certain circumstances.”
When looking at the big picture,
Chamberlain explained that the addi

tional cost does not amount to much
compared to the full cost of operating
the Honors College.
“If you are taking 15 credits a se
mester and 30 credits a year, you are
paying roughly $365 per credit per
course,” Chamberlain said. “This
amounts to about 5 percent additional
(tuition) for six credits of honors per
semester. The average honors student
would pay around $500 extra across
four years.”
Chamberlain said a student would
actually have to pay close to $60 extra
per credit hour to cover the full cost.
“Program costs are widely different
depending on faculty, equipment, staff
experience, etc.,” Chamberlain said.
“No one pays exactly what it costs per
program because that cost is distrib
uted across the university?’
Kathy Gulembo, assistant vice
president for academic affairs, said
the GVSU honors program compares
favorably with other Michigan public
universities given the quality of the
program, its unique curriculum, and
the success of GVSU honors students.
Chamberlain added that GVSU
continues to try and make classes

as affordable as possible despite this
small charge increase.
“There’s no malice in asking for ex
tra money, it’s just an effort to make a
little bit of a dent,” Chamberlain said.
“By asking for a little bit more, the

university is able to make attending
GVSU more efficient for everyone.”

GOTO:
www.gvsu.«du/honor
FOR MORE INFORMATION

PROGRAM PRICING: Natalie Stahener helps students at the honors college hous
ing desk on Sept. 22. Students pay $20 more per credit hour. GVL | SARA CARTE
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GV to host U.S. naturalization ceremony
64 people originating from 34 countries set to become citizens in the Loosemore Auditorium
BY KATHERINE WEST
KWEST@LANTHORN.COM

ext week, Grand Valley State Uni
versity’s Pew Campus will be the
home of a very significant and
momentous event: a naturalization
ceremony. Sixty-four people will
take the oath of office at the ceremony and will
be welcomed as the newest citizens of the U.S.
This is the first naturalization ceremony that
will be held at GVSU. In past years, the event has
been held at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Mu
seum, but it has been moved to GVSU this year
due to ongoing construction at the museum.
Although a first for GVSU, ceremonies
such as this have been a rite of passage for
many deserving naturalized citizens. The
Department of Homeland Security website
states that in 2014 the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services swore in approximate

ly 654,949 citizens at naturalization ceremo
nies around the country and world.
There will be 64 new citizens sworn in,
originating from 34 countries, including six
individuals from Canada, five from Mexico,
four from India, four from Iraq, three from
Bhutan and three from Bosnia.
Professor Polly Diven, director of interna
tional relations, said the event will be very ben
eficial to students to attend in many ways and
will greatly broaden their experiences.
“Students will benefit from seeing U.S.
immigrants take the final steps to their long
journey in the naturalization process,” Div
en said. “A representative from the Customs
and Immigration Service will explain the
steps each new citizen has taken.
“The conveners will also recognize the
many countries from which these new citi
zens hail. We will also sing the national an
them and say the Pledge of Allegiance togeth

er. Its a time to be proud of our country and
the way in which we welcome new citizens.”
According to the Department of Homeland
Security, the general requirements of natural
ization are that the applicant must: be at least
18 years old, be a green card holder, has resided
as a lawful permanent resident in the U.S. for at
least five years, has not left the U.S. for at least
30 months, possess good moral character, ex
hibit the skills of reading, speaking, writing, and
understanding the English language, be knowl
edgeable of U.S. history and government and be
inclined and able to take the oath of allegiance.
The oath of allegiance reads:
“I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely
and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance
and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state,
or sovereignty, of whom or which I have here
tofore been a subject or citizen; that I will sup
port and defend the Constitution and laws of the
United States of America against all enemies, for

eign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and
allegiance to the same, that I will bear arms on
behalf of the United States when required by the
law; that I will perform noncombatant service in
the Armed Forces of the United States when re
quired by the law; that I will perform work of na
tional importance under civilian direction when
required by the law; and that I take this obligation
freely, without any mental reservation or purpose
of evasion; so help me God.” (Department of
Homeland Security)
At the ceremony, representatives from the
departments of Immigration and Customs
will provide more information on the steps
each new citizen took to reach this point in
this long legal process, Diven said.
GVSU students who attend the naturaliza
tion ceremony will receive credit for LIB 100 and
LIB 201. The event takes place on Sept 28 from 1
p.m. to 2:15 p.m. in the Loosemore Auditorium,
located in Room 122E of the Devos Center.
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Rethinking
students’ role
Lakers need to stop
thinking of themselves
as classroom customers
ollege has never
been easy for
students,
but
with tuition ris
ing each passing
year, it seems as if the college
years have gone from being a
fun time to being more of a
monetary exchange.
With this years’ 3 percent
tuition raise, Grand Valley
State University students are
now paying between $160
and $180 more per semester
than they were last year. That
means that students are pay
ing about 41 cents per minute
to be in class. That also means
that every time a student in
evitably skips class, they’re
wasting a little less than $25.
While change is inevitable
and the cost of tuition has
always been high, there is a
point where students are be
ing treated less like students
and more like profit centers.
As an institution, GVSU
should be asking itself wheth
er the student body are mere
customers, or students. Of the
almost $295 million in tuition
that is coming into GVSU,
there has to be at least one
area where savings could be
made. Perhaps a good place
to start would be the $5.6
million that’s being used for
University Communications.
That’s a whole lot of money
just for public relations.
The pressure is mount
ing higher and higher to
borrow or pay more money
as the tuition rates increase,
adding to the ever-present
worry and stress that stu
dents experience anyway.
Rather than taking in the
college experience and hav
ing fun, students are being
racked with debt at the ex
pense of getting a degree.
College should be the
most transformative years
of a student’s life, a time that

they dedicate to learning and
bettering themselves, rather
than spending day in and
day out worrying about their
next payment deadline.
For most students, howev
er, that’s simply not an option.
A select handful have parents
who will shoulder the heavy
load of tuition, but for the
majority of students, this is
nothing but a pipe dream. For
these students, the oft-repeat
ed joke of paying for a degree
to get a well-paying job to pay
off student loans ceases to be
humorous. It becomes real.
Entry level jobs for the vast
majority of GVSU graduates
will not come close to paying
41 cents per minute (roughly
$25 per hour). Those enrolled
in university know the dark
promise of student debt is
looming in the future. But,
as tuition increases, it may be
time for those heading into
the college years to rethink
their investment in higher
education.
The only way for students
to find sanity in the storm of
their tuition bills is to decide
that college is more than
just a monetary exchange,
tuition dollars in return for
a job. In order to justify the
chunk of change students
give to GVSU, they must
determine that college is an
investment in themselves bettering their lives for the
rest of their existence.
It’s time students change
how they think of their time
at college; they aren’t paying
customers at a restaurant,
they’re students looking to
gain knowledge. That kind
of self-improvement is go
ing to be expensive and
time-consuming, but if stu
dents sit in class counting 41
cents for each minute they
sit there, they’re going to
make themselves miserable.

WHAT IS THE REAL PRIORITY?
editorial@lanthorn.com

Laptops distract from classroom learning

BY DANIELLE ZUKOWSKI
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

efore coming to
college, I never
had a laptop. I
bought one my
freshman year
and quickly realized how es
sential it was. There are ways
to get by without a laptop at
college- a.k.a. living at the
library- but there are limited
computers and limited hours.
Sometimes, you’re eating
Fresh breakfast and as you’re
taking a bit of your white,
buttered toast, you stop
midair. You remember you
have stats homework due in
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are taking the class as part of
the general education require
ment. Of course their interest
levels will vary from person to
person- just because the class
is required, it doesn’t mean
a student is not interested.
However, it is something to
be noted. Now with these
dynamics in consideration,
how do laptops fit in?
Only a handful of students
use their laptops in my poly
sci class. One was sitting in
front of me, so I had a full
view of her screen. It was not
hard to notice the absence
of Blackboard and Microsoft
Word. She was checking
her bank account and going
through old photos. Brows
ing Facebook. She even was
online clothes shopping and
started playing solitaire. No
checking of homework as
signments, though.
She wasn’t taking notes.
She seemed to be doing every
thing but. Now I don’t know
where the girl fits in those
three categories of people
taking the class. She could be
a devoted poly sci enthusiast

who is just sidetracked or a
gen ed dreading every single
minute. I have no idea.
Many students are tempted
to do this when they bring
laptops to class. It’s not abnor
mal, but it is very distracting.
Some students do use their
laptops only to take notes, but
is it as effective as notebooks?
Many studies say it is not be
cause our generation can type
much faster than we write, so
we’re not truly consuming the
information. We type it then
forget it.
When we use notebooks,
we write slower, and therefore,
we have to think about what
the professor is saying, decide
which parts are important, and
then rephrase it in a way that
will best help us understand
the lecture. With laptops you
could nearly write word-forword which isn’t really helpful
for learning. So even if you
aren’t using your laptop to surf
the web and are, in feet, trying
to be productive, it seems
that you are still hurting your
academic experience.

Navigating India: week three
Finding a foreign home by making lasting connections with travel companions
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20 minutes. This is when you
whip out that portable laptop.
It’s convenient. The expense
is certainly worth all the
hours I have used it to quick
ly check Blackboard, email
assignments to the printer, do
online quizzes, and whatever
other relief of procrastina
tion may be necessary before
class. It’s a great tool for
college students to keep up
with the constant assign
ments and class updates at
home especially for students
that can’t as easily go to the
library such as commuters,
employed students and so on.
However, the problem is not
the use of laptops outside the
classroom. What I’m looking
at is the use of laptops when
students are in class.
Tuesdays and Thursdays I
have political science, which
is my major. The dynamics
of the class are a little curious
because there are some poly
sci majors like myself, many of
whom have a genuine passion
for the subject, but there are
also social work majors and
then there are the people who

BY RACHEL BORASHKO
EDI TORIA L@LAN THORN. COM

s we get settled
into the house,
I try to remind
myself that this
is home for the
next three months. It still
seems surreal that I am in
India. It does not feel as if this
is where I will spend an eighth
of my undergraduate college
career. I wake up every morn
ing, look around, and have to
tell myself, “This is home.”
I put on a churidhar, look

in the mirror and say, “I am in
India, I am home.”
I go downstairs with my
travel companions to find a
gaggle of giggling girls saying,
“Good morning, chechis!”
To them, we are already big
sisters. I’ve never had a little
sister before. Now, I realize I
have nearly 30.
I eat cornflakes with hot
milk and some puttu and
kadala, chapati, or my favorite,
appam with coconut chutney.
Our meals are made by the
sisters who keep the house
functioning properly and
they’re kind enough to give us
a plethora of both Indian and
American food options. Indian
hospitality, if you’re unaware,
goes above and beyond Ameri
can hospitality. They tend to
be of the firm belief that their
guests should have the absolute
best that they can provide. For
example, they never let us clear
our own plates, and in prepara
tion for us being here, they
bought two refrigerators spe

cifically for us and even built a
bathroom with an American
toilet at the college. I prefer to
see myself as a student, not as a
guest, but it would be rude not
to accept their kindness.
We get on the bus with
the girls, many of them call
ing us to sit with them. I am
unsure if it’s because we are
there or if they are always so
energetic, but they are the
happiest, giggliest group of
girls I have ever met.
Once at school, we go to a
professor’s office, where all of
our classes are held. Classes
include only the three of us
from the U.S., since Ameri
can semesters do not line up
with the ones in India. Our
classes are sporadic with
a different schedule every
day and after this week I’ve
only started two of my five:
Women and Society in India
and Malayalam. Malayalam
is far from easy to learn, but
helpful to understand at least
bits and pieces of what is said

and written around me. It
makes me feel slightly more
competent in a society to
which I am so foreign.
The other students
seem mostly excited to
have us on campus and are
never rude, only friendly,
curious, and kind.
One of our professors
drives us to yoga at a naturopa
thy center, which we learn the
theory of before practicing for
an hour. We get back to the
Unity House around 6:15 p.m.,
have tea and watch the sunset
from the balcony. Dinner is at
9, after which all of the girls
surround Sarah and ask her to
bring out her guitar, which is
actually a ukulele, so she can
sing and we can all dance. The
house is filled with singing and
laughter until a bell rings for
bedtime, which I never fail to
be ready for. We go up to our
rooms and collapse into bed.
This is home.
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QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
DO YOU EVER FEEL LIKE YOU’RE WASTING MONEY WHEN YOU SKIP CLASS?

KELSEY CORR
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"No, honestly it’s the last thought on my mind.
If I’m willing to skip the class, that’s not an
issue I see”

“Sometimes I think I could be doing other
things but sometimes I do think about the fact
that I am paying for every class."
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MAJOR: Social work
HOMETOWN: Lansing, Michigan

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Biology
HOMETOWN: Yaounde. Cameroon
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”1 don’t feel like I’m wasting money. I would be
paying that price anyway and sometimes I can
use my time in a more efficient way.”

“I don't really skip class but yes, I do think
about how much I'm paying. It’s a lot of money
for a class.”

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Cell and molecular biology
HOMETOWN: Waterford. Michigan

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Nursing
HOMETOWN: Romulus, Michigan
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Behind the screens

Social media accounts at GV engage students
BY STEPHANIE BRZEZINSKI
ASSOCIATECcbLANTHORN.COM

ore than 158,000 people
follow Grand Valley State
University across all its
social media platforms,
with Facebook and
Linkedln reaching the most people.
Leah Twilley, GVSU communica
tions specialist, is the head of the uni
versity’s social media efforts. She has
help from a couple students as well as
a team of writers, photographers and
videographers who all provide con
tent for the various platforms.
Twilley said University Com
munications posts stories, pictures,
announcements and news that are
relevant for students, faculty, staff
and alumni.
“We tell the Grand Valley story in
an engaging way that resonates with
all audiences and represents the best
of GVT she said. “We do that by build
ing community and content that is
personalized and participatory?
Besides the engagement aspect,

Twilley said there is also a relation
ship-building component.
“We answer questions, help solve
problems, congratulate new Lakers
on their acceptance and just gener
ally be a cheerleader for all leakers,”
she said. “Research tells us that nearly
two-thirds of social media conversa
tions influence a students decision on
where to enroll. We understand that
students want to talk with us and are
talking about us, so its important that
were a part of those conversations.”
There are a variety of ways for
students, whether on campus or
across the globe, to get involved with
GVSU on social media. Twilley said
they can share photos and videos us
ing #gvsu and #LakerforaLifetime.
A new initiative this fall is
#TrueBlue Fridays, when students
can show off their school colors by
wearing blue, black and white. Twil
ley added that they recently created
the gvsu official Snapchat account,
which has gained popularity since
its inception last spring.
“We love to see Laker pride shared

CONNECTED: Megan Miller, a student receptionist at the GVSU Police Department
checks her phone. GVSU has many forms of social media. GVL | KEVIN sielaff

by the Grand Valley family,” Twilley
said. “Increasing our outreach is im
portant to us, but beyond numbers,
its really about creating quality con
nections and conversations that build
Laker pride, trust and loyalty”
University Communications is
currently working on a “series that
explores the not-so-known parts
of the university that will provide
exclusive, behind-the-scenes con

tent,” Twilley added.
The university has official social
media accounts on Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, Snapchat, Google+, You
Tube, Pinterest and Linkedln. Various
GVSU majors, departments and of
fices also have social media platforms.

GO TO:
http://bit.iy/1NNe4Gb
FOR MORE INFORMATION

IT DESK
CONTINUED FROM A5

most important skill for student
workers, as they must help stu
dents with a variety of needs, and
help educate them on what they
don’t know, Wezeman said. Other
IT students do not work directly
at the help desk, but go around
campus to various computer labs.
Meredith Brady, a student who
works with IT, goes to her assigned
region in campus to replenish
printer and office supplies at the
computer labs. She also trouble
shoots lab stations and classroom
presentation technologies.
Brady said her job is mostly a
customer service job. Interacting
with students or professors who
need help is a given, so workers
need to be equipped with the skills
to handle multiple kinds of issues.
She said it is important for
students to understand the
need to be safe online. Stu
dents need to be willing to get
help or ask questions if they
are unsure about something.
Brady said students should
call the IT Help Desk or a student
wearing a blue IT Help Desk vest
for help if they have any questions
regarding GVSU online services.
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TIAA-CREF: Upper’s Best Overall Large Fund Company
three years in a row. For the first time ever. How?

Our disciplined investment strategy aims to produce
competitive risk-adjusted returns that create long-term
value for you. Just what you’d expect from a company
that’s created to serve and built to perform.
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Learn more about our unprecedented,
award-winning performance at TIAA.org/Perform
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the three-year period ended 11/30/12,11/30/13, and 11/30/14 respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked among 36 fund companies in 2012
and 48 fund companies in 2013 and 2014 with at least five equity, five bond, or three mixed asset portfolios. Past performance does
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TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc., and Nuveen Securities, LLC, members
FINRA and SIPC, distribute securities products. ©2015 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America-College Retirement
Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017. C24849B

Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing.
Go to tiaa-cref.org for product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other
information. Read carefully before investing. TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market
and other risk factors.
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SEXUAL ASSAULT

Eyes Wide Open helps educate students

ARTPRIZE SEVEN
After the kickoff of ArtPrize on Wednesday, the grounds
of the L. V. Eberhard Center will showcase an ArtPrize
entry by GVSU students and alumni. “Framing the
Experience" is an exhibit of jewelry and other metalwork,
ranging from wearable pieces to small sculptures. The
work is done by many different people that go to or
have gone to GVSU, ranging from beginning students to
recent graduates. For more information, visit www.gvsu.
edu/artgallery.

SAY HER NAME CAMPAIGN
On Sept. 24 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., students are in
vited to join Cafe con Leche. A conversation about the
#SayHerName campaign. The student-organized discus
sion will talk about the Say Her Name campaign that was
sparked in the wake of the death of Sandra Bland. The
discussion will also focus on calling attention to violence
against black women and trans women of color. The
conversation will take place in the Kirkhof Center, Room
2201. For more information, email Shavondalynn Lockley
at alphanu@mail.gvsu.edu.

KOREAN CONNECTION MEET & GREET
Korean Connection and Padnos International Center have
teamed up to put on a meet and greet for students this
Friday. Korean Connection is a nonprofit organization
that was formed by people in the U.S. with connections
to South Korea in any way, whether it’s through family,
culture, history or just general interest. The organization
is in West Michigan hoping to increase the pre-existing
ties between Koreans and Americans and establishing
new ones. Korean Connection invites anyone, students
and the public, to come to the Seidman Building on
GVSU’s Pew Campus on Sept. 25 from 6 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. to enjoy games, food and prizes.

SATURDAY NIGHT DIVE
Join Spotlight Productions at their weekly event
Saturday Night Dive. Every Saturday this fall semester,
the organization will be hosting an open mic-style com
edy night. From 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in Area 51 in Kirkhof,
any student can come and enjoy experienced and nonexperienced student comedians as they attempt to make
the audience laugh. Each person who takes the stage will
be given 10 minutes to impress the audience. If students
are interested in getting involved in Saturday Night Dive,
email Abby Lyons at comedygv@gmail.com.

AWARENESS: The GVSU student organization Eyes Wide Open gathers during their first
meeting of the year on Sept. 21 in the Kirkhof Center to discuss goals, gvl | emily frye
BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE@LANTHORN.COM

very Monday at 9 p.m. the
members of Eyes Wide Open
(EWO) meet in the Kirkhof
Center to discuss how they
can better educate Grand
Valley State University students about sex
ual assault. The trained members of the
group give presentations to classes around
campus and advocate for a safer campus.
In a study released on Monday by the
Association of American Universities, 27.2
percent of female college seniors and 8.6
percent of male college seniors reported
being sexually assaulted at one point since
they began college. EWO hopes to help stu
dents at GVSU create a safe environment
where sexual assault does not happen.
“Eyes Wide Open is a peer education and
activism group,” said Aly Phillips, vice presi
dent of EWO. “We do a lot of presentations
to classes to advocate for a safe campus.”
Each member must be trained before

they go to present in front of classes.
“We go around to classes and other
places and do presentations,” said Ian
LaPoint, EWO secretary. “With presenta
tions, only trained members can do them.”
Their meetings include talking about
current events in the news about sexual
assault, which can be anything that the
members saw or heard about that they
would like to discuss. They discuss difficult
topics and warn that some things can be a
trigger for people who have experienced
sexual assault. If at any point during the
meetings someone feels uncomfortable or
upset, they are allowed to leave and the risk
management leader, Annie Livingston, will
follow them out to make sure they are okay.
Although they are not a support
group, the leaders are happy to find
support for those in need of it.
“We aren’t a support group,” Liv
ingston said. “But, we can put you in
contact with people if you need more
of a support group or more of someone
to talk to about a specific experience.”

When talking about a sensitive sub
ject such as sexual assault, the group
does have house rules that they ask ev
eryone to abide by when addressing the
group or speaking to someone.
“Use respectful boundaries when we’re
communicating with each other and other
people in presentations,” Livingston said.
“Also be considerate in your communica
tion.
“There is also an open door policy
with the core team. We would love to
talk to you so if you have something you
want to address with one of us, whether
it’s something serious or if it’s questions,
comments or concerns, we are more
than happy to talk to anybody.”
In addition to speaking and presenting in
classes, EWO members also raise awareness
to their cause and their group. One large
project they do is the Clothesline Project.
“Every year we get people to write or
paint on these shirts,” Brianna Aldrink
said. “You could be a victim writing your
story and letting out those emotions, or
a friend of a survivor or just someone
who wants to write an encouraging
message, you’ll do that on T-shirts.”
Aldrink is one of the leaders of the
Clothesline project. The T-shirts are
then hung up around different places
on campus. They hope to put them in
Kirkhof, the library, the Rec Center and
the Pew and Holland campuses. Aldrink
said this is a great way to “raise aware
ness in a really unique way.” The clothes
lines project goes from Oct. 5-16.
EWO also hosts other events
throughout the year, including Rock

Film festival showcases
Latin American culture
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com

NEW MUSIC ENSEMBLE

FOR THE ARTICLE

GVSU’s New Music Ensemble will be performing live
music by Zoe Keating, Jad Abumrad and Mason Bates as
well as a commissioned composition by ensemble direc
tor Bill Ryan. The performance, called “Orbit on Tour”,
will provide a fun, multimedia work of art for the audi
ence. The world-renowned New Music Ensemble will be
performing alongside Wellspring/Cori Terry and Dancers,
Southwest Michigan’s only professional modern dance
company. The event will take place Sept. 26 at 8 p.m. at
the horhe of the Grand Rapids Ballet Company, the Peter
Martin Wege Theatre in Grand Rapids. Visit www.artful.ly
for more details. r

DREAMING IN ANOTHER LAND

BY RACHEL HUCK

GVSU’s area studies is welcoming Rati Saxena, an Indian
poet and director of the International Poetry Festival, to
share her work, her field, her language and her cultural
traditions. She will talk about the sacred books of Veda
culture and their importance to world religions. Saxena
will be taking part in two events during her visit to GVSU.
Saxena’s poetry reading will take place in the CookDeWitt auditorium at 7 p.m. Sept. 29. Saxena will also
be giving a lecture titled “The Seed of Mind, the Cedic
Poetry” the next night at 7 p.m. in the Loosemore audi
torium on GVSU’s Pew Campus. For more information,
contact area studies at areastudies@gvsu.edu.

RHUCK@LANTHORN.COM

t’s difficult to
ignore that the
world
today
seems to revolve
around technol
ogy. Two recent Grand Val
ley State University graduates
have founded a project that
focuses on the effect that this
technology-based way of life
is having on society.
“Technology is affecting
us all, no matter how hard
we try to avoid it,” said Ve
ronica Kirin, founder of The
Untold Stories project.
The project examines the
effects of technology by inter
viewing members of the Silent
Generation, which consists of
individuals bom between the
mid- 1920s and the early 1940s.
“I noted that the greatest
change our elders has wit
nessed is in technology,” Kirin
said. “With a new report com
ing out almost weekly about
how technology is affecting
us, I knew that this was the
best way to find an answer.”
According to Kirin, many
of the people involved in the
project have been found via
family and friends of the team
running the project, and oth
ers have become involved
through strategic partner
ships with other nonprofit

CULTURE: Sixth Annual Latin American Film Fest
showcased 17 documentaries. GVL I KEVIN sielaff

organizations that work with
elders on a national scale.
“The best thing about this
project is hearing a perspective
on a subject that often goes
unheard,” said Ashleigh Lowis,
a member of the project team.
“Many young people tend to
roll their eyes at grandparents
and great-grandparents when
stories start with quips such
as ‘back in my day,’ but really
those are the stories we should
be listening to. Our world has
changed drastically. Under
standing how and why is im
portant.”
Kirin and Lowis started
the project to focus on how
technology
has
changed
people, aggregating statistics
based on interviews. They
ultimately aim to publish a
book and create a foundation.
“The biggest goal is to finish
the national tour and publish
findings as a book that may
give other researches a founda
tion for exacting change,” Kirin
said. “Or to give families, teach
ers and children a guidepost for
using technology holistically’’
There’s a reason that the
project focuses on an older
generation as opposed to
younger generations.
“They were born before
most, if not all, technology had
an effect on their lives,” Kirin
said. “Some I’ve interviewed
grew up without running wa-

ter or electricity and can offer
a true compare and contrast
now to then, as well as the in
timate detail of what it was to
live through the changes.”
The Untold Stories Project
spreads its message via social
media, as well as its website,
where the latest interviews
are posted for viewing.
“If you have ever wondered
what technology has done to
us, rolled your eyes at people
texting in a restaurant, realized
your back hurts from being
hunched over your computer,
or wondered what it would

be like if we had access to our
grandparents’ lives, then this
project is for you,” Kirin said.
The Untold Stories Project
aims to expose people to the
effect that they may not realize
technology is having on them.
“I myself have learned to
step back from my computer
and phone and become more
intentional in my interper
sonal relations,” Kirin said.
The two GVSU grads
are hopeful that the mes
sage behind this project will
have a positive effect on a
large audience.

STILL GOT IT: Harriet Berg, a Detroit native, lived through the De
pression. Her story is just one in Untold Stories. GVL | COURTESY
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CORBY WINS GUAC
OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE
WEEK

A7

FOOTBALL

The incredible jumping Bean

Grand Valley State junior
Marti Corby was named GUAC
Offensive Player of the Week on
Sept. 23.
The award marks the second
time in a row Corby has been
tabbed with the accolade, along
with the third time this season.
Corby has been on a tear as of
late, scoring eight goals in the
Lakers’ past three games.
In a Sept. 18 tilt against
Findlay, Corby netted a hat trick.
Two days later, Corby added two
goals in GVSU's 7-0 win over
Lake Erie.
She followed that perfor
mance up with another hat trick
— this time in a 6-1 win over
Saginaw Valley State on Sept. 22
— which brought her goal total
up to 11 on the season. Corby’s
11 goals and 26 points lead all
Division II players in the nation in
both categories.

GVSU FOOTBALL DROPS
OUT OF AFCA COACHES'
POLL
Following a 61-24 blowout
loss at the hands of then-No. 5
Ferris State, the Grand Valley
State football team has fallen out
of the 2015 American Football
Coaches Association Division II
Coaches’ Poll.
The Lakers were ranked No.
14 prior to the game against FSU.
GVSU received the most votes
(78) of any school not in the top
25. FSU moved up to No. 4, but
fellow GUAC foe Ohio Dominican
also fell out of the rankings
following a loss to now-No. 13
, Ashland.

DIVISION III HOCKEY OFF
TO BLAZING START
The Grand Valley State
Division III hockey club has not
come close to being tested in
2015. The Lakers annihilated the
West-Mall Jr. Lightning 13-1 on
Sept. 12, before dismantling the
Indiana Institute of Technology
11-1 on$*>t. 19.
GVSUX2-0) next hits the
rtu&foire tournament at Xavier
University. The Lakers are slated
to take on Oakland University
(Sept. 25), Penn State and Ole
Miss (Sept. 26) and Xavier (Sept.
27) in the weekend tournament.

GVSU RUGBY CLUB TO FIN
ISH UP ROAD STRETCH
The Grand Valley State men’s
rugby club will finish a stretch
of three consecutive games on
the road to start the season with
an away tilt at Ferris State on
Sept. 26. The Lakers, who are
expecting a deep playoff run
this season, are off to a 2-0 start
in the 2015 campaign with wins
over Saginaw Valley State (73-0)
and Oakland University (27-10).
The Lakers will head home for
their first match on Oct. 3 with a
matchup against Oakland. GVSU
will remain on home turf for the
entire month of October, featur
ing rematches against SVSU and
FSU.

VARSITY SCHEDULE
III.... ............................................................

FOOTBALL
Saturday 1 p.m. at Lake Erie
WOMEN’S SOCCER
Friday 7 p.m. vs Tiffin
Sunday 1 p.m. at Malone
VOLLEYBALL

r

Friday 7 p.m. at Malone
Saturday 2 p.m. at Walsh

i WOMEN’S TENNIS
SEPTEMBER 25-27 at USTA/
ITA Regional Championships
(Indianapolis)
! MEN’S GOLF
SEPTEMBER 28-29 at Regional
(Harborside Golf Club - Chicago)
! WOMEN’S GOLF
SEPTEMBER 26-27 7th Annual
• Gilda’s Club Laker Fall Invite

ALL SMILES: Brandon Bean jokes around with teammates during Grand Valley State football’s annual media day. Bean, a sophomore wide receiver and track and field
high jumper, has been a key part to the Lakers’ passing attack in 2015. Bean attended Southfield High School, where he also played both sports. GVL | kevin sielaff

Dual-sport athlete poised for breakout season with GV football
BY ADAM KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

ake a look at Brandon
Bean and its obvious
that he’s exactly where
he wants to be. With a
smile wider than the up
rights and pep in his step to match, its
hard to catch the Grand Valley State
sophomore when he’s down.
And it’s even harder to catch him
when he has the ball in his hands.
The sophomore wide receiver has
begun to display signs of a breakout
season in His second yeaf with the
GVSU football team. Through three
games, Bean has established himself
as a rare blend of safe option mixed
with big play potential.
The 18-year-old has hauled in 16
catches for 346 yards and three touch
downs - all of which lead the team. Last
year, Bean was named GLIAC Rookie
of the Year, and pulled in sue catches for
89 yards and two touchdowns.

He may have been Rookie of the
Year in 2014, but 2015 is beginning to
look like Year of the Bean.
The Southfield High School
alumnus is just doing what he loves
and knows best - playing football.
But he has some other talents, too.
Bean does double duty for GVSU
athletics, competing as a high jump
er for Jerry Baltes’ track and field
team. His best jump as a Laker is
2.05 meters - a number he is proud
of - although it doesn’t fulfill all he
hoptfd to do on the track.
“One reason I got into track is
bedaiise'l went To the same high
school as my dad and he had the
long jump record at Southfield High
School and I wanted to beat him,”
Bean said. “He jumped 24-feet-1inch, which is crazy in high school,
and I didn’t quite get that but ended
up doing OK in the high jump.”
Athleticism abounds both on
the track and on the turf, but Bean’s
heart is in football - another nod to

his father, Vincent, who played wide
receiver at the University of Michi
gan and for the St. Louis Rams.
At one point, Brandon Bean looked
on track to join his father in the Divi
sion I football ranks. During his junior
season, he was in touch with the Uni
versity of Cincinnati and a number of
MAC schools, among others.
A few games into his senior
year, however, Bean broke his
fibula after taking a hit trying to
catch a pass thrown by now-GVSU cornerback and then-Southfield quarterback Tre Walton.
Bean’s Division I suitors got
skittish and backed off. GVSU
stuck around, and his football ca
reer continues in Allendale.
But does the ‘what-if’ question
loom for Bean? Had the injury never
happened, Division II could have
turned to Division I, and a crowd of
16,000 might have seemed meager.
“I got asked that question before,
and whenever people ask me that, I

look down, I see the GV on my chest,
and it’s like, ‘no,’” Bean said. “I mean,
most people glamorize DI because of
the tide, but I wouldn’t change my map
for the world. Healthy or not, of course
how I feel about football, competing I
would have loved to finish out my se
nior year, but I’m at a great place.
“I love Grand Valley. I love the
coaches, I love the atmosphere, I
love the culture and I really wouldn’t
change it. And that’s honest.”
Neither would any of Bean’s
coaches. Of GVSU’s top three re
ceivers in 2014, by catches, none
were on the team to start this sea
son. Jamie Potts has since returned,
but, due partly to the injury to Troy
Sassack and partly due to the senior
exodus, the Lakers needed someone
to step up as a top receiver.
It may be just three games into
the season, but Bean is emerging
as that man.
SEE FOOTBALL | A8

W. TENNIS

Double Trouble
Top doubles pair leads GV women’s tennis
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
BTROUTMAN@LANTHORN.COM

ophomores
Aimee
Moccia and Rachel
Sumner of Grand Val
ley "State’s women’s ten
nis team are prepared
for anything that’s thrown at them
on the tennis court.
But when they’re both asked to
describe what qualities make each
other great teammates?
“Aimee, when we’re playing to
gether she—”
The two burst into laughter, and
Sumner tries to continue. “Let’s see
what else. Could you just give me
a minute?”
While they had trouble produc
ing an answer to that question, the
Lakers have found a stellar answer to
one of their biggest questions.
Heading into the season this
past August, head coach John
Black was tasked with replacing
two accomplished seniors - Leah
Dancz and Kali Phillips - at the
No. 1 doubles seed, where the tworacked up a 20-10 record.
Moccia and Sumner, however,
have filled that gap admirably. The pair
is 4-2 in doubles play, and are leading
a team that’s been a surprise frontrun
ner in the GLIAC at 6-0 on the season.
Luckily for Black, Moccia and
Sumner clicked on day one.
“The first time me and Aimee
played together back in August,
we were playing out doubles points

DOWNLOAD
OUR APP......

and I just told coach Black after
practice that I really liked playing
with Aimee,” Sumner said.
The pairing has worked out well
due to their corresponding play
styles. Moccia excels on the deuce
side of the court, which emphasiz
es forehand shots, while Sumner is
better on the advantage side, which
requires a good backhand.
“We were going through practice
randomly getting paired with people
who like to play the opposite side as
you. Rachel and I began practicing
together, and when we were playing
together, our games really comple
mented each other,” Moccia said.
“We work really well together.”
Not only do their play styles com
plement each other, but the pair says
their personalities go hand-in-hand.
“(Sumner) is very positive on the
court,” Moccia said. “Say I get down
because I miss a ball, she’s always
there to pick me back up and tell
me I have to keep going. She’s very
motivating in that sense.”
“(Moccia) is very intense on the
court,” Sumner said. “When she gets
down on herself, that makes me want
to focus and work harder. You can’t al
ways be positive, because sometimes
I get a little bit nonchalant. When she
gets just a little bit down, just slightly,
it makes me have to pump myself up.”
Last season, Moccia played at the
No. 3 seed in doubles with 2014 se
nior Morgan Patterson. They went
25-7 from that spot, and Moccia
says that early experience has helped

SWITCHING IT UP: Sophomore Aimee Moccia prepares to hit a backhand earlier
this season. Moccia and Rachel Sumner play doubles for GVSU. GVL I Emily FRYE

with her new role this season.
“That I played doubles, I learned
so much that it’s really beneficial
now playing at the one (seed). I
know some of the patterns and
things that happen,” she said.
Because Moccia has a year of
experience from last year to fall
back on, she feds she needs to help
her fellow teammate any way she
can, especially if focus starts to
weaken or they face adversity.
“If Rachel’s having a bad day, I’ve
got to give her my positive energy,
have to encourage her. If yesterday

she missed all those shots, today she
can make those shots,” Moccia said.
“What we say in tennis is ‘bigger
margins, a bigger target.’ Don’t go for
so much, just do what you can.”
While Moccia played exten
sively last year, Sumner has had a
breakout year after playing spar
ingly as a freshman, and is unde
feated in singles play this year.
“I came from being not in the line
up at all to being in the number one

SEE W. TENNIS | AS
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ICE HOCKEY

International student makes leap for GV hockey
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEtCK@LANTHORN.COM

enior goaltender Jiri
Aberle made his first
career start for the Di
vision II Grand Valley
State hockey team Sept.
19. Aberle allowed only one goal
against Northern Michigan, coming
with 15 seconds left in the game.
Aberle spent the previous three
years on the Division III team be
fore getting the call up this year. It is
not out of the ordinary to be called
up to Division II for a senior year,
but playing among professional
hockey players in the Czech Repub
lic is not something many hockey
players can say they have done.
When Aberle was 10 years old,
he started playing organized hockey
in the Czech Republic. He played in
the Czech Republic until he reached
high school, when he was then
faced with a tough decision.
The Czech Republic does not have
high school hockey. In order for Ab
erle to continue his passion, he would
have to play hockey elsewhere.
• He decided to attend Merrill High
School in Wisconsin. There, he earned
a starting spot on the varsity team re
ceived an All-Conference Honorable
Mention in the 2009-10 season.
Although he came to the United
States to play hockey, Aberle is proud
of his home country. His favorite
goaltender is Czech Republic native
Dominik Hasek - an NHL legend
most Michiganders remember fondly
from when Hasek helped the Detroit
Red Wings win two Stanley Cups.
Aberle has played on two differ
ent amateur teams - one in the United
States - the Indianapolis Inferno — and
another in the Czedi Republic. While
practicing with the Czech Republic
team over the summer, Aberle shared
the ice with a few professional players.
“Just being able to practice
with the guys that have tremen
dous experience and a hard shot
helped me a lot,” Aberle said.
Playing hockey in two different
countries has given Aberle a unique

CONTINUED FROM A7
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“He’s super competitive that’s quality number one.
He hates to lose even one-onone battles,” said GVSU head
cx>ach Matt Mitchell. “He’s
a very physical player, big
hands, just does a really good
job. There have been a couple
drops we were disappointed
about but he really tracks the
ball well. We really look to
him to be our number one
guy and I think you’re seeing
it those first couple weeks.”
Bean is one of a twelvemember leadership council
for the GVSU football team.
He and Walton - his former
high school quarterback are the only two sophomores
on the council, which works
to lead the team and share
goals in a positive way.
“He’s a positive, upbeat per
son, supportive to his team
mates, a great role model,
team guy and a great personalityf BalteS said. “Some people
step into your program when
they’ve been on the football
team and they demand atten
tion and treat people unfairly.
He’s the opposite - treats ev
eryone with respect”

perspective on the sport.
Hockey in the US. is different
from hockey in the Czech Republic.
In the Czedi Republic, the rink di
mensions are larger than in the U.S.
European rinks have a width of 100
feet, compared to regulation NHL
rinks which are 85 feet wide.
The dimension difference makes
for a different brand of hockey in each
country. While hockey in the United
States focuses on getting the puck on
net, European hockey involves more
strategy with more passing.
“Here in the United States, ev
erything is faster,” Aberle said.
“From a goalie standpoint, its a
little bit harder here because you
really have to be focused.”
Aberle has shown that he can
keep up at the speed Division II
hockey is played. He brings inten
sity to the ice, shouting instructions
to the defensive players when the
puck is in the defensive zone.
Off the ice, Aberle is soft-spo
ken, offering a humble personal
ity, to the point where its hard
to imagine him shouting at his
teammates on the ice.
The Lakers have been known to
be a quiet team on the ice accord
ing to head coach Mike Forbes.
Forbes encourages players to com
municate on the ice, which makes
it refreshing to have a goalie who
isn’t shy to let the players on the ice
where to go with the puck.
“When the puck is coming in
our zone, most of the time the
defenseman’s back is turned to
the rest of the play,” said Mitch
Claggett, who has played with Ab
erle on both the Division II and III
teams. “Jiri lets people know what’s
coming and it helps us out a lot.”
With three qualified goalies, Forbes
has not announced a starting goalie.
The starting goaltender for each game
will likely be a game-time decision.
Although there is not a set start
ing netminder, don’t be surprised
to see No. 1 Jiri Aberle manning
the net, doing his best Dominik
Hasek impression to bring home a
championship for the Lakers.

When making his college
decision, Bean was largely at
tracted To GVSU because of
Mitchells promise to build
a strong culture. The culture
and camaraderie on this year’s
team, for Bean, is like nothing
he’s ever been a part of.
“I’ve never been around
a team this close,” Bean said.
“It’s a great group of guys.
I’ve built relationships with
some guys that will contin
ue on way past football.
“There aren’t cliques (in the
locker room). It’s a close-knit
family. They way (Mitchell)
was preaching about building
a culture here, it came true, it’s
just fun. Usually when you play
football, you’re having full bn
the field, and were having fun
on the field and off the field.”
A close-knit family in the
locker room and a closeknit family off makes for a
happy Brandon Bean. Highpointing a pass and coming
down with a jump ball builds
on that happiness. Going
to work on a plate of triple
bacon, eggs, pancakes and
French toast? Forget about it.
Following a similar path
his father took has led Bean
to a place he loves, success
and happiness. But he darts
out of the locker room after

giove
FLASHING LEATHER: Goaltender Jiri Aberle has been impressive in limited time for the GVSU Division II hockey club this
season. Aberle. a Czech Republic native, spent three years on the Division III squad before this season. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

the interview to add one last
thing - securing a promise
for a shoutout to his mom,
Tracy, the main ingredient
in Bean’s mile-wide smile.
It’s still early for the Grand
Valley State football team, and
a week three loss to Ferris State
will fade as time goes on. Until
the sting goes away, Bean will
keep doing what he’s been do
ing - catching passes, learning
to lead a team and listening to
J. Cole on repeat (Bom Sinner
over 2014 Forest Hills Drive).
In a few months, football
will end for the season and the
transfer back to track and field
will begin. The gridiron at Lub
bers Stadium will be devoid of
football cleats while Bean lays
his track spikes into the ground
and soars above a bar.
Football may be gone for
the time being, but not in
Bean’s mind.
“Talk about an escape.
Football - out here those
are the best hours of my
day, just being able to play,”
he said. “(I) never get sick of
it. I get sick when I get away
from it. Even during track
season still thinking about
football and spring ball.
“When you’re away from
it, you miss it. When it’s here,
you never want it to go away.”

W. TENNIS
CONTINUED FROM A7

doubles spot, and you play against people who
have played from the number one spot for a cou
ple of years. They already know they belong there
and they’ve won matches there,” Sumner said.
“My first match in the doubles spot was really
nerve-wracking because I had to convince my
self I should be here and I have a chance to win.”
The two also play in singles competition.
Moccia is 5-1 at the No. 3 seed and Sumner
is 6-0 at the No. 5 seed.
While this could be taxing on the body
throughout the course of a match, they be
lieve playing in doubles gives them a surge
heading into singles play.
“Coming after doubles matches, espe
cially when you win, it gives me so much
confidence and gets me ready to go into
singles,” Sumner said.
Being matched up together has formed a
strong bond between the two.
“You have a special bond with your dou
bles partner. Like any other teammate, you’re
going to be there for them, but on the court
you have a connection or a type of energy in
doubles. You have to have that connection or
it’s not going to work,” Moccia said.
One area the duo has been wbrking on is
staying focused throughout a match. They
admitted at times they can have lapses in fo
cus if they get ahead or fall behind in a match,
but know what they have to do.
“That’s something we definitely need to
work on,” Sumner said. “We’ve definitely got
ten better at it for sure. We have to keep push-

ing ourselves and keep the energy up, or the
other teanLwjUgeLthfcJinomentum.”
Going forwaro, the auo knows that the No. 1
doubles seed is not an entitlement, but an oppor
tunity. While they want to keep their spot, they*re
willing to do whatever is best for the team.
“I would like to continue playing onedoubles, but let’s say in the next couple years
it’s more beneficial for us to play in a different
spot, then I’m totally up for that. I want my
team to win,” Moccia said.
Toward the end of the interview, Moccia pon
ders the question that was posed to Sumner ear
lier, and this time she hits the nail on the head.
“We have certain qualities that the other
lacks that we can contribute to the other, to
make their games better and to make our games
together more effective, so we can win,” she said.
“Use that quote!” says Sumner.
As it turns out, the pair are learning
more about each other every day.

TWINNING: Rachel Sumner (left) and Aimee Moc
cia celebrate a point in a game. GVL I EMILY FRYE
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Back-to-back
Like Jordan '96, ‘97, GV golf wins two straight conference titles

BY ADAM KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN. COM
■ ■
■
■
'

fter day one
of the GLIAC
North
Invi
tational,
the
Grand
Valley
State mens golf team was sit
ting in seventh place, disap
pointed in its performance
and searching for answers.
The Lakers had a meeting
in the team van. Maybe they’ll
start doing that more often.
GVSU came out on day
two and fired a team score of
282 - best of the day among
all teams, and 17 strokes better
than its day one score of299.
The Lakers’ stellar day
two performance catapult
ed them to the top spot in
the rankings, and GVSU
went home as back-to-back
GLIAC North champions.
“First day we just seemed
a little almost hesitant,” said
GVSU head coach Gary Bissell. “We just didn’t really have
great body language, didn’t
seem ultra confident. We
seemed almost too relaxed.
There wasn’t enough intensity.
“Day two, I was really proud
of them. There was a lot more
intensity and they were a lot
more focused. We can’t take
any of this lightly - this con
ference is really good this year
and for us to win we have to
bring our best each and every
week, we can’t just be out there

trying to have fun playing golf
just casually. There has got to
be some intensity and focus
and we were different right
from the get-go on day two”
Highly touted freshman
Bryce Messner led the Lak
ers, shooting 72-70 over the
weekend, good for a 142 (-2)
and a tie for fourth place.
“It’s definitely a big confi
dence booster. Even qualifying
for the lineup is a confidence
booster,” Messner said. “If
you qualify for the lineup, you
know you’re playing well, and
to win a tournament you know
you can play with the best.”
Next up was freshman
Mitchell White, who tied
with four other golfers for
eighth place with a total score
of 145. White’s improvement
was the starkest of any GVSU
golfer, as he shot 76-69. His
69 was tied for the lowest of
any score on day two.
Senior Tyler Polulak pro
vided a senior presence for the
Lakers, carding a 147 (+3) and
finishing tied for 17th place.
Junior Ted Rider, brother of
former GVSU standout Jack
Rider, caught up to Polulak on
the last day by shooting a 70.
Rider also finished with a 147
and a 17th place finish.
Freshman Alex Scott
rounded out the scoring for
the Lakers, finishing in a tie
for 23rd place with a twoday total of 150 (+6) and en
suring all GVSU golfers fin

ished in the top 25 scorers.
Sophomore Domenic Mancinelli has picked up where
he left off following the 2014
spring season. Mancinelli, a
Plymouth, Michigan native,
was named the GLIAC Men’s
Golf Freshman of the Year last
season. Over the weekend,
Mancinelli worked his magic
at HawksHead Links in South
Haven, Michigan.
The sophomore, who com
peted individually and did not
count toward the Lakers’ score,
fired a two-day total of Ml (-3)
to finish in third place among a
field of 80 golfers. Junior Alex
Nannetti also competed as an
individual, and tied White with
a 145 for a fourth-place finish.
Every Laker improved their
score from day one to day two.
“We changed our mind
set,” Mancinelli said. “We
might have been a little too
relaxed the first day. We had
a good talk in the team van
about how we have to get
our act together. We looked
like a new team the second
day - looked more gritty.”
Malone University fin
ished just two strokes be
hind the Lakers, pulling in
at second place with a total
score of 583 (+7). Northern
Michigan (593), Northwood
(596) and Wayne State (598)
rounded out the top five.
Malone’s Jake Troyer
Fired a 137 (-7) to earn the
top individual finish.

ON A TEAR: GVSU’s Marti Corby moves toward the ball in a match against Saginaw Valley State. The
Laker soccer team defeated rival SVSU Sept. 22 by a margin of 6-1 in Allendale. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

Marti and the gang
Corby records second hat trick in three games to lead GV over SVSU
BY MASON TRONSOR
ASSISTANTSPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

rare Tuesday night matchup pitted
the Grand Valley State women’s
soccer team against GLIAC con
ference foe and rival Saginaw Val
ley State. The Lakers scored three
goals in the first 11 minutes of play and never
looked back as they defeated the Cardinals 6-1.
GVSU was once again led by Marti Cor
by, the reigning GLIAC Offensive Player of
the Week. After scoring five goals in two
games last weekend, Corby earned another
hat trick in Tuesday night’s match.
“I’m just following the game plan,” Corby
said. “The forwards cross the ball in, and my job
is to finish it off and get our team rolling.”
Corby wasn’t the only player with stats in
threes. Junior forward Jayma Martin added
three assists to complement Corby’s three goals.
Martin was flying around the field as she deliv
ered solid crossing passes throughout the game.
“I’ve just been doing what coach has
been telling me,” Martin said. “I got up the
line and got two assists off crosses”
GVSU controlled The Battle of the Valleys
from start to finish. The Lakers’ early flurry
of goals began three minutes into the game
when Corby connected with a ball that re
bounded off the left post. Six minutes later,
Corby added to her first goal with another.
At the edge of the box, Corby struck the ball
while turning around and it sailed over the keep
er’s head for her second goal with a flourish.
GVSU wasn’t done just yet. Two minutes af
ter Corby’s second goal, junior forward Kendra
Stauffer got fo on the act as she tipped a crossing

pass from Martin into the net to fool the keeper.
Stauffer’s third goal of the season gave GVSU a
3-0 lead just over 10 minutes into the game.
“Scoring three goals in 10 minutes is a
dream start,” said GVSU head coach Jeff
Hosier. “The game becomes a lot easier
when you are aggressive.”
Later in the half, the Cardinals were
able to score off a free kick from midfield
due to some miscommunication from the
back line of the Lakers. As Hosier put it, “It
looked like Quincy all over again ”
That one goal, however, was all SVSU
was able to salvage from the match. After
Corby’s hat trick goal late in the second
half, the Lakers continued to take it to the
Cardinals in the second half.
About two minutes into the half, senior Katie
Klunder scored off of Martin’s third assist. The
Lakers added one more goal late in the second
half from junior midfielder Gabbie Guibord
GVSU once again controlled its oppo
nent on the shot chart, outshooting the
Cardinals 25-6. Freshman goalkeeper Em
ily Maresh did not earn the shutout, but did
make two key saves down the stretch.
After dropping its season opener, GVSU
has won six straight matches. The Lakers have
combined to score 30 goals on the season and
have only allowed six goals. After Corby’s
three-goal performance, she has 11 goals on
the season after having 12 all of last year.
“Marti is just Marti,” Hosier said “She knows
where to be and when to be there.”
The Lakers continue the short week as
they face conference opponents Tiffin and
Malone. The Lakers meet Tiffin at home
on Sept. 25 and travel to Canton, Ohio to
take on Malone Sept. 27.

-U ■ ,
fnoviltibij

mr
'

LOCATION
Lake Michigan Hall 154

PHONE
616-331-8115

WEBSITE
www.gvsu.edu/speechlab
L

OFFICE HOURS
Call or schedule an appointment online.
Appointments are available on Allendale
Campus or Pew Campus
* Drop-ins are welcome
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JUST GO HOME: Domenic Mancinelli warms up before a practice match at The Meadows Golf Course
in Allendale. Mancinelli competed as an individual at the GLIAC North match. GVi | KEVIN SIELAFF
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VOLLEYBALL

BRING IT IN: Freshman Taylor Stewart (5) celebrates with her teammates following a point earlier* this season. Stewart and sophomore Katie Olson have been rotating as setters for the GVSU volleyball team,
which lost GLIAC Setter of the Year Kaitlyn Wolters, who graduated following the 2014 season. The Lakers’ format is dependent on the playing styles and skill sets of their setters in 2015. GVL I KEVIN sielaff

Replacing Kaitlyn Wolters is no easy task, but GV is making progress
to rotate the setter position between sophomore
Katie Olson and freshman Taylor Stewart.
“(The 6-2 formation) allows us to have a big
n the constant changing landscape blocker or another attacker in the front versus
of college athletics, the Grand Val one of (the setters) playing all six rotations,”
ley State volleyball team was for Scanlon said. “For right now, I think that’s
tunate in 2012 when it only lost the best option for us. It allows us to play a lot
three seniors going into the 2013 more kids and see those competing for spots.”
season. But then the inevitable happened.In this formation, two setter positions in
Following the 2014 season, GVSU gradu the rotation are staggered, so one is always in
ated five players - and with them quite a bit the back row. Whenever a setter position ro
of star power - causing the program to lose tates to the front row, they get subbed out for
another attacker, then the setter returns once
more than half of its starting lineup.
While the emergence of freshmen hitters their original spot mov.es to the back row.
GVSU previously used the 5-1 formation,
Staci Brower and Brooke Smith has eased some
of the pain, head coach Deanne Scanlon need as the Lakers had the luxury of keeping Wolt
ed a replacement for Kaitlyn Wolters, the 2014 ers on the court when she rotated to front row
GLIAC Player and Setter of Year and a two-year because of her height and blocking ability.
Olson and Stewart, both listed at 5-feetAVCA Honorable Mention All-American.
Now, 10 games into the season, Scanlon hasn’t 6-inches, don’t have those same qualities.
“(Wolters) was a very opposing block
found one potential alternative, but two.
The 6-2 formation gives Scanlon the flexibility and she could be offensive as well by getting
kills,” Scanlon said. “Our setters are a little
BY ALEX EISEN

AEISEN@LANTHORN.COM

n

bit smaller, so blocking-wise they would be
a liability in the front row right now, and
by not having the size of a taller setter they
don’t have that offensive threat.”
The tandem of Olson and Stewart has
evenly split starts so far with each getting
Five. Stewart has played in every set, while
Olson sat out the second match of the sea
son against Carson-Newman.
At Utica Eisenhower High School, Stewart
earned several all-conference, all-county and
all-region awards. She currently leads GVSU
in assists (250) and is ranked lOth-best in the
GLIAC, averaging 7.14 assists per set.
The early success is helping Stewart steadily
adapt to the college game.
“There is a lot more expected out of you,”
Stewart said. “It’s been faster, more intense, more
pressure, bigger hitters and harder swings.”
From server specialist to setter, Olson has
dished out 136 assists, averaging 4.53 per set.
Her numbers are a sizeable improvement
from the 36 assists in 35 sets she had last

season as a freshman behind Wolters.
“With Kait (Wolters) being the better play
er and being an All-American, I learned from
her a lot last year,” Olson said. “So, this year,
I knew it was my time to come out and play.”
Scanlon expressed interest in eventually
switching back to the 5-1 formation if Olson
or Stewart emerges a leader and the team
consistently performs well behind them.
For now, however, the two-setter ap
proach fits with having an abundance of
young, talented hitters. It’s also a system that
worked for Scanlon in the past - the 2005
GVSU national championship team used the
6-2 formation for the majority of the season.
While anything is possible, it’s ques
tionable to suggest that two underclass
men could lead a team to national cham
pionship status immediately.
Regardless, taking it one rotation at a
time, both players are getting valuable ex
perience to prepare them for the future whatever it might hold. _

M. CROSS COUNTRY

One last shot

Cini ready to lead GV cross country back into national title talk
BY ANDY SMITH
ASMITH@LANTHORN.COM

NOT QUITE: Chad Cini walks off the course following the national championship meet in Lou
isville last year. The Lakers finished second overall and Cini finished 36th. GVL I KEVIN sielaff

or Grand Valley
State senior Chad
Cini, cross coun
try goes hand in
hand with leader
ship and respect.
His teammates can vouch
for the leadership.
He can vouch for the respect.
“I never let my jersey touch the
ground, I treat it with the same
kind of respect that I have for the
American flag, and you have to
have respect for it,” Cini said.
A two-time returning USTFCCCA All-American for the Lak
ers, Cini is poised for another big
season. The Northville, Michi
gan native was the third Laker
to cross the finish line at GVSU’s
only meet so far this season. Cini’s
time of 25:27 at the MSU Spartan
Invite in East Lansing, Michigan,
earned him a 13th-place finish,
behind just senior Kyle Flores and
freshman Zach Panning from the
Laker racers.
Cini’s success isn’t a secret.
It’s not a magic formula nor
is it purely natural talent. It’s
simply hard work.
“He is a hard worker, and
has a tremendous work ethic,”
said GVSU head coach Jerry
Baltes. “He is just a grinder. He
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comes out and works hard ev
ery day, doesn’t let anything get
in his way, when the gun goes
off he is a fierce competitor.
“He is one of those guys that
works really hard every day, hope
fully the young people are looking
at him and want to emulate him
and do the same things he is doing
and work hard for these results.”
Putting the time in and put
ting his head down doesn’t lead
to a lot of flash for Cini. What
it does tend to lead to, however,
are results. In 2013, Cini finished
22nd at the national champion
ship meet. At the 2014 nation
als, Cini slid in at 36th, as the
Lakers finished in second place
overall. If GVSU’s young roster
pays attention to the steps Cini
has taken to success, the Lak
ers could be sprinting for even
greener pastures in the future.
“Chad may not be the vocal
leader, but he leads by example.
He’s very smart, and has been
around the sport for a long
time,” said senior Kyle Flores.
“He knows what it takes to help
get runners to the national level,
and strives with his honesty.
“Hopefully we will finish
right next to each other at the
national meet, we both want to
raise the trophy and end on the
highest note possible.”
Cini credits his success to a
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Roommates

A
Female roommate needed
by July/August for Fall 16Winter17 semester! Looking
for houses downtown. We
are 3 clean, nice girls.
Contact Taylor if interested schameht@mail.gvsu.edu

I am looking for a
sub-leaser from August
2015-May 2016 in a 4
bedroom townhouse In
48West. Rent is $474 per
month. Please contact
Kelsey if interested
smithke8@mail gvsu edu

Looking for 2015/2016
school year subleaser in
brand new Campus View
cottages. Year long lease,
$525
rent.
Great
roommates!!! 517-803-0350

year-long, rather than a seasonlong, dedication to the sport. Miles
in the season are timed and scored.
Miles in the offseason, while may
be timed by the runners them-!
selves, are what push those times
in the season down and push
GVSU cross country to the top.
His pre-race focus doesn’t hurt,
either.
“It is important for me to keep
up on the training and not give
myself too much time off, and
make sure I stay in shape when
I am not actually running,” Cini
said. “Before the race I always
stay focused, get into a quiet
area by myself and think about
where I am going to be pushing
on course, where it’s important
to make moves and to make sure
I keep up with who I have to. It’s
a relaxed atmosphere for me the
night before a race and I don’t
like to think about it too much,
so I don’t stress myself out.”
The goal for Cini and the rest
of the GVSU men’s cross coun
try team will be to move up one
more podium spot at the NCAA
Division II National Champion
ship meet this season. The Lak
ers came up just short last season,
and, for the seniors, anything else
would be a disappointment.
GVSU is back in action Oct. 3
at the Greater Louisville Classic in
Louisville, Kentucky.

616 331-2460
-

John
Ball
ZOO

V

jb/oo orrj

ONLY $7 'ctfk/
Srpt 14th
to

Looking for 3 roommates for
upcoming year August-July.
House is walking distance
from downtown GVSU
campus (2 streets), 115
National Ave NW. 4
bedroom, 2 bathroom house
Cheap rent. Current
roommates graduated and
moved out.
Email
clareym@mail.gvsu.edu for
more info.

Nov 1m

Looking for 2 female
roommates $350 a month
shared or $550 a month
single, includes all utilities
and internet. Condo on 40th
Ave just across Lake
Michigan Dr. from GVSU
entrance. Email me, Emily,
at waypae@maii.gvsu.edu if
interested

Looking to sublet one
bedroom in Country Place
for Fall 2015 semester.
Three female roommates, all
very clean. Please contact
wardellm@mail.gvsu.edu if
interested.
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